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Original Communications. 
The Local Application of Carbonic Acid 
Gas. 


By Taeopore A. Demmé, M. D. 


During the Spring of 1857, my attention 
was directed to the possibility of discovering 
some application that would relieve the pain 
of burns and scalds. Carbonic Acid Gas at 
once suggested itself to my mind as possibly, 
by its powerful sedative action, adapted to an- 


_swer the indication. 


In regard to the general effects of this gas 
upon the system, all agree. The deadly va- 
pors in the brewer’s vat, the lethean air of the 
sink, the fatal gas from burning charcoal, the 
pestiferous breath of crowded assemblies, and 
the choke damp of mines and caverns, offer con- 
clusive evidences of the existence of a potent 
nervous sedative. But there is by no means 
unanimity of opinion as regards the local ef. 
fects of this gas. The highest of authorities, 
in speaking on this subject says: ‘ Carbonic 
acid is locally irritant. This is perceived on 
attempting to inspire the pure gas, when a 
strong irritant impression is felt in the throat 
and air passages, so strong indeed, that the 
glottis closes spasmodically, and refuses to ad- 


} mit it unless diluted. Applied to the skin 


for a short time, it produces a feeling of warmth 
and tingling, or pricking, sometimes positively 
painful.” 

This testimony almost induced me to relin- 
quish the idea of using this gas as a local seda- 
tive, but after making a few experiments, I 
cannot but differ from the conclusion, that it 
is a local stimulant. 

Upon immersing the arm in a jar of carbonic 
acid, generated by the action of hydrochloric 
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acid upon a carbonate, a peculiar tingling or 
pricking sensation is felt. The idea occurred 
to me that possibly some of the hydrochloric 
acid gas might have been carried over into the 
jar with the gas that I was endeavoring to col- 
lect, and that this was the cause of the ting- 
ling sensation. Upon testing with solution of 
the nitrate of silver, the presence of the sus- 
pected gas was ascertained. The experiment 
was now repeated, with the precaution of 
using tartaric as the displacing acid. Fora 
considerable length of time one hand could be 
immersed in the carbonic acid thus generated 
before any unusual sensation could be perceived 
(excepting the numbness, etc., that will be al- 
luded to.) 

Aware of the fact thatthe gas as it passed 
from the generating vessel, must carry over 
with it some water, which impinging upon the 
skin, would produce the same sensation as 
the spray from falling water, I allowed the 
pure carbonic acid to remain for some time in 
a vessel before using it, in order that the aque- 
ous vapor might condense or gravitate to the 
bottom of the containing vessel. 

Upon now immersing the arm, no effect was 
for several minutes perceptible, then a slight 
pricking could be felt or imagined, which soon 
however gave way to a sense of numbness in 
the hand. The skin assumed a dark reddish 
hue, whilst the veins became swollen. The 
skin of the hand and arm, after being immersed 
in the gas for about ten minutes, could be vio- 
lently pinched without causing pain. 

‘A powerful irritant was then applied to 
the arm, and allowed to remain until to all 
intents and purposes an extensive but super- 
ficial burn was produced. Upon allowing 
the carbonic acid gas to exert its local anodyne 
effect upon the part thus inflamed, my most 
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sanguine expectations were exceeded ; for after 
five minutes the burning throbbing pain began 
to diminish, and in about ten minutes my hand 
was to me as a dead hand would be to its liv- 
ing possessor, as far as the cuticular surface 
was concerned. 

To ascertain the depth to which this local 
anesthesia extended, I exposed my hand for 
a considerable length of time to the gas, and 
then, with a sharp lancet, slowly penetrated 
the benumbed skin. The conclusion that I 
drew was, that the local anzsthetic effects of 
the gas extended into, but not beyond the 
cutis vera. 

The action of the gas is rendered more 
prompt and powerful by first moistening the 
part that is to be subjected to its influence. 

The above experiments are such as would 
suggest themselves to any mind; but they 
prove conclusively, that although carbonic acid 
by its mechanical impinging upon the surface 
may be slightly stimulant, yet, as a local ap- 
plication, it is a potent nervous sedative. 

Tam now dealing with facts, not arguments, 
otherwise I would explain the mechanically 
irritant effect of carbonic acid gas upon the 
epiglottis. Suffer me, however, to ask two 
questions—Is there any gas excepting the 
protoxide of nitrogen which has the same con- 
stituents as pure atmospheric air, that can be 
breathed in an undiluted state, that will not 
produce spasm of the glottis ? 

Does the spasm of the glottis, occasioned 
by touching the larynx with the finger, prove 
that the finger must be a local irritant to any 
and every part of the body? 

I nowintroduced the use of carbonic acid 
‘gas into my practice. The results of my ex- 
perience I now give, in the earnest hope that 
I may be the means of bringing this valuable 
anodyne into use in several most painful con- 
ditions and affections. 

In Otitis. —The first application that I 
made with carbonic acid gas was in a case of 
otitis. The patient, a gentleman in my im- 
mediate neighborhood, came under my care for 
treatment for this often terribly painful affec- 
tion. His only wish was that the agonizing 
pain might be allayed. After representing to 
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him that I was about to try an experiment, I 
allowed a stream of carbonic acid gas to fall 
into the ear. I am not led astray by my 
wishes when J affirm that in five minutes the 
pain had entirely subsided. 

In about half an hour the pain returned, 
when I inverted a jar of the anodyne over the 
ear, thus making a gas poultice. Not the 
slightest effect was exerted in the progress of 
the inflammition itself. After the gas had 
acted for a short time, the- patient became dull 
and drowsy. I looked upon this as a signal not 
to be disregarded, to remove for a time the gas 
poultice. 

In Ctalgia.—In many cases in two minutes 
the pain entirely disappears ; in other cases ac- 
cording to Dr. Osler, who at my request ex- 
perimented with this gas, no relief was af- 
forded. 

As an introduction to my use of the gas in 
burns, most opportunely a man passing near 
my Office ran against some angular object, 
producing that superficial excoriation or gra- 
zing of the skin, that is accompanied bya 
most burning and painful sensation. Treat- 
ment: in the presence of my friend, Dr. J. M. 
Boisnot, carbonic acid locally applied ; result, 
entire relief. 

Burns and Scalds.—During the last half 
year I have attended but two cases of burns, 
and in only one did I use the gas, but the re- 
lief afforded was so instantaneous and great 
that I cannot but give the strongest testimony 
in favor of the local anodyne. I applied it in 
a case of superficial burn of the hand, with 
the effect of allaying the pain in about five 
minutes. The gas was applied until a com- 
plete cure was accomplished. 

In Ulcers.—On the same day that I applied 
this gas to an irritable ulcer, I chanced to read 
that Dr. Folin, of France, had recommended 
carbonic acid gas for this purpose. 

The patient, a colored woman, was placed 
under my care by Dr. A. M. Slocum, for the 
express purpose of applying the gas. The 
ulcer was a true irritable ulcer of the leg, of 
two ,years’ duration; it was so sensitive that 
the patient could not bear the pressure of a 
piece of dry linen upon it. 
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The gas was steadily applied for seven days. 
The resulting anzsthesia of the skin was so 
complete that the patient, an ignorant woman, 
told me that upon removing the limb from the 
box in which the gas was contained, she was 
unable to walk without looking at her foot and 
the place where she wished to move it. This 
peculiar result of the action of the gas proves 
that the sensibility of the skin was entirely 
abolished, and the consequence was the same 
as a paralysis of the skin. Cicatrization oc- 
curred with wonderful rapidity, and in three 
weeks the limb was entirely healed. 

Dr. Osler, who accompanied me to the pa- 
tient’s residence, upon viewing the extent of 
the ulcer, remarked, that under the usual 
treatment such an extensive sore would be 
months in healing. 

In Cauterization by the Nitrate of Silver.— 
Accidentally I found, what @ priori might 
have been expected, that placing any part of 
the body, to which it may be necessary to apply 
the nitrate of silver, in the gas for about fifteen 
minutes, the application can be made without 
causing the patient the least pain. Subse- 
quently to the use of the nitrate the part 
should again be placed under the influence of 
the gas. 

In regard to any danger from the local ap- 
plication of this powerful narcotic, I can only 
say, that I have had a limb for 24 successive 
hours under its influence, without noticing the 
slightest effect upon the general system. I 
have always taken the precaution, it may be 
an unnecessary one, of not allowing the patient 
to assume a recumbent position whilst the gas 
is applied, and of always removing the gas 
during sleep. 

In the case of the ulcer of the leg, I left 
directions that the patient should not be 
allowed to sleep during the first night of the 
application. 

Before applying the gas the part should be 
moistened with water. It is my opinion that 
the gas, though much diluted, when steadily 
epplied, produces as full effects as if pure. 

In regard to the apparatus for the applica- 
tion, after trying many cumbersome and in- 
convenient — I find that the simpler 
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the apparatus the better it answers the indi- 
cation. For the ear, a bottle with a flexible 
tube is all that is necessary. For the arm, & 
deep glass jar suffices—the open extremity 
being closed by pasteboard so cut as merely to 
allow the arm to pass, the small openings 
being closed by putty, or tissue paper soaked 
in common flour paste. For the leg, I used a 
cylindrical pasteboard box, coated inside with 
several layers of shellac varnish. 

It is advisable to renew the gas once in 
every hour, as the same air being constantly 
in contact with the body, becomes oppressively 
loaded with moisture. In renewing the appli- 
cation, it is grateful to the patient to sponge 
the part with cold water. 

The gas should be generated by the action 
of tartaric acid upon the bicarbonate of soda. 

[The above paper was- read before the 
Northern Medical Association of the city of 
Philadelphia, near the close of last year, and 
permission granted, by a vote of the Society, 
to publish, with any additions that might be 


subsequently made. ] 


On Tuberculosis and its Treatment. 
No, 4. 
By Geo. J. Zreatzr, M. D. e 
Physician to the Home for Invalids with Diseases of the Chest. 
Philadelphia. 


a. Psychical Hygiene.—It is well known 
that the mind exerts a powerful influence 
over the body for both good andevil. Yet, 
notwithstanding this influence is so apparent 
as to be a matter of common observation, it 
does not seem to receive that practical appli- 
cation in the prevention and treatment of dis- 
ease, which its importance deserves. A brief 
allusion, therefore, to some of these effects, 
with a view toa better appreciation of the sub- 
ject in its practical relations, may not prove 
unprofitable. 

The influence of the mind over the body 
may be either active or passive, beneficial or 
injurious. Thus, all other things being equal, 
when the psychical faculties are duly and 
equably exercised, they promote the healthy 
action of every part and of the whole organ- 
ism. Hence cheerful emotions and healthful 
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mental labor quickens all the functions and 
promotes the general activity and energy of 
the whole economy. On the other hand, de- 
pressing emotions, and irregular or undue 
mental action, disturb the various processes of 
the economy, cause a great variety of de- 
rangements, complicate those which arise from 
other sources, and even destroy, more or less 
rapidly, life itself. Derangement and death 
may, however, result from intense mental 
action of any kind. 

The power of the psychical over the phy- 
sical functions of life, as well as over the 
mental processes, may be made very apparent 
by a more particular reference to the different 
organs and special functions of the economy. 
Thus, for instance, it is often manifested by 
an increase, diminution, irregularity, or total 
suspension of intellection, sensibility, inner- 
vation, and motor power, as is seen in the 
different forms and degrees of mental, nerv- 
ous, and muscular activity, insanity, pain, 
anzsthesia, spasmodic action, paralysis, etc. 
It is also frequently exhibited in the processes 
of organic life, and sometimes strikingly so in 
the modifications of local and general secre- 
tion, cell action, nutrition, and depuration. In 
these aberrations the secretory fluid may not 
only be affected in quantity, but altered in 
quality, as for example in the toxical modifi- 
cation of the milk shown by the poisonous 
effects upon the nursing infant. Other secre- 
tions as of the mouth, stomach, liver, kidneys, 
skin, and other organs, are also variously modi- 
fied in quantity and character. The general 
harmony and activity of the important pro- 
cesses of nutrition and depuration are thus 
either promoted or deranged, causing on the 
one hand, healthy development and activity ; 
on the other, atrophy, emaciation, debility, 
and other abnormities. 

Examples of the effects of the mind upon 
the body are also presented. in the blush of 
shame, flush of excitement, pallor and syn- 
cope of fear, change in the color of the hair 
from intense emotion, and in the numerous 
cases of disease and death, which have been 
thus produced both accidentally and experi- 
mentally. 
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It is thus seen that the functions of the 
psychical, animal, and organic life may be 
favorably or unfavorably modified by mental 
influence. This influence is not only active 
in the promotion of health, and the produc- 
tion of disease, but also, in the removal of the 
latter as abundant evidence exists of its power 
of correcting abnormal and in restoring nor- 
mal action. 

Having thus premised some general obser- 
vations on the power of the mind over the 
body, we shall now treat of it in its special re. 
lations to tuberculosis. 

Mental influence is very powerful in the 
production of disease both of an acute and 
chronic character, and of a functional and or- 
ganic nature. It frequently causes those modi- 
fications of the nutritive and other processes 
of the economy which give rise to the tuber- 
culous affection. It is well known that exces- 
sive mental effort and the depressing emotions 
of grief, anxiety, etc., are among the potential 
causes of tuberculosis. This disease most fre- 
quently occurs at those periods of life in which 
the psychical faculties are most active and most 
severely tried. It is during that period of 
life, in which the mind and body are most 


actively exercised and overtaxed, that the: 


tuberculous affection is most frequent and 
destructive. Independently, therefore, of the 
positive evidence on the subject, it is not un- 
reasonable to infer that undue mental excite- 
ment and the depressing emotions have often 
much to do with the development and fatality 
of this disease. 

It will hence be necessary in the treatment 
of this affection, to endeavor to remove all ob- 
jectionable mental influences, and to bring into 
play all those agreeable emotions which are so 
useful in the promotion of healthy action. It 
will thus be seen that particular attention must 
be paid to the mind with a view to its favora- 
ble influence over the body, Every effort 
should therefore be made to regulate the men- 
tal labor, so as to afford healthful occupation 
and diversion to the mind, as judicious men- 
tal exercise, recreation and amusement, are 
beneficial, while undue mental labor, excite- 
ment, despondency, and dull monotony, are 
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injurious. Fortunately, persons afflicted with 
this disease are singularly hopeful of recovery, 
though perfectly conscious of their danger and 
its fatality. This hopefulness may, however, 
disappear as they improve, and be replaced by 
despondency, as was the case with myself. 

A point of much importance in the treat- 
ment of tuberculosis is to prevent undue men- 
tal concentration upon the part most seriously 
affected, and the personal affliction, as the pa- 
tient may thus unconsciously increase the in- 
tensity of the disease. The mind should there- 
fore be kept occupied as much as possible by 
subjects foreign to the state of the health. 
Hence suitable occupation and diversion, and 
when the patient is able, frequent change of 
scene by travel will be useful. Persons afflicted 
with this disease should therefore be encour- 
aged to keep their minds occupied as much as 
possible by everything of an agreeable and 
useful nature. Thus by a special and general 
diversion of the thoughts upon objects outside 
of, and foreign to self, much good may be ac- 
complished in mitigating the Cisease, and in 
promoting the healthy and harmonious opera- 
tions of the economy. 

Mental as well as physical exertion should, 
however, be so regulated as not to deprive the 
brain and general system of the repose which 
is so essential to health. In fact the loss of 
this too often aids in the development of phthi- 
sis as well as in increasing its intensity and 
fatality. Hence sufficient sleep should be 
taken to satisfy the wants of the economy, and 
permit of those conservative and reparative 
changes necessary for the removal of the dis- 
ease and the restoration of health. 





Importance of Hygienic Treatment of Epi- 


By D. 8. Guonrncer, M. D., 
of Philadelphia. 

Case.—Mr. B., aged 21 years, nervous tem- 
perament, countenance intellectual, eye large 
and restless, frame delicate, and habits of life 
sedentary. 

Business at the time of attack confining, 
requiring much physical labor; at no time, as 
he expressed himself, suited to his tastes.” 
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Previous occupation active, keeping him on 
the walk day and night. Patient always had 
a fondness for intellectual employment, and 
possessed more than the average mental cul- 
ture. We particularize these minutiz, as on 
them turned the issue of our case,'as the 
sequel will show. ' 

Was called in April to see him in the 
second attack of epilepsy, the ‘first having oc- 
curred six weeks prior, whilst attended by 
another physician. Found him recovering 
consciousness; could converse freely, with no 
recollection, however, of what had intervened 
between his attack and recovery. Consider- 
able nervousness manifest; countetenance 
care-worn, non-expressive, bordering on idiotic 
vacancy; great inclination to languor, and 
occasional incoherency in replies. Had him 
removed to his residence, put to bed, all ex- 
citement excluded, room darkened, cold appli- 
cations to the head, sinapisms to the feet, and 
fluid extract of valerian administered at stated 
intervals. 

Seven successive convulsions occurred during 
the night and the following day. Pain in the 
head continued violent, adnata much congested 
and intolerant of light. To relieve this, cups 
were applied to the temples, but with little 
benefit, the violence of the spasms preventing 
their filling. A blister to the nape followed 
these, which was directed to be kept running. 
Each spasm exceeded the others in violence, 
but were palliated by cold water affusions. 

The patient’s pulse continuing frequent, and 
the tongue much furred and yellow in the 
centre, gave him minute doses of pilula hy- 
drargyti, which were continued until this ab- 
normal appearance ceased. 

The fever having subsided, and the patient 
able to be at business, prescribed as a tonic: 


R. Zinci sulphatis gr. i. 
Ext. nucis vomice gr.}. M. 


To be taken three times a day. 


The nux vomica was continued until symp- 
toms characteristic of its action were well 
marked, and then substituted by asafotida in 
one grain doses. 





Sulphate of zinc has a tendency, when long 








384 


used, to produce gastric irritation, as it did in 
this case; so instead, gave the oxide in five- 
grain doses three times daily, and continued 
it throughout his illness, giving one or two 
comp. cathartic pills, according to torpidity of 
bowels or headache—the pathognomonic symp- 
tom precursory to an attack ‘in his case. 

Six weeks subsequently was again called in ; 
my informant told me that this attack differed 
from the former ones; the spasms at this time 
were indistinct, abortive, lasting but a few 
seconds, and the patient being conscious of his 
condition, and of all that was done for him, 
but unable to speak. There had been the 
headache, but no loss of consciousness. Gave 
but little medicine, depending upon rest and 
quiet. 

Since that time almost nine months have 
elapsed, and our patient has had no return of 
the affection. Saw him in the vacation, latter 
part of December, but he complains of none 
of the epileptic symptoms, has had no head- 
ache, and his countenance has resumed its 
natural appearance. ° 

Throughout the entire case we relied mainly 
upon Aygienic rather than medicinal treatment, 
deeming the change from an active to a seden- 
tary life the exciting cause of the disease. 
With this view of his case we advised discon- 
tinuance of present occupation, and resort to 
a more.active one; enforced daily walks and 
frequent meals to meet the wear and tear 
upon an enfeebled constitution, Should there 
be exhaustion of the physical powers, the 
strength to be supported with porter, or other 
tonics. 

The cause of the disorder being removed, 
we thus had the gratification to see him reco- 
ver, and we give the case publicity as it showed 
especially the necessity at all times for the 
physician, if he would be successful, never to 
neglect the “shy and wherefore” i in his cases. 
In many instances of epilepsy, rational medi- 
cine is essential. A system of routine may fix 
indelibly all the horrors of this disease, with 
its threatened idiocy, whilst a few common 
sense principles, well applied, may forever 
eradicate it. “To be forewarned is to be 
forearmed.” 
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Beneficial Effects of Belladonna, in Prevent- 
ing Mammary Abscess. 
By Harvey Dunn, Jr., M. D. 
of Perry, Illinois. 

On Saturday, January 15, I was called to 
attend Mrs. (©. in her confinement. She is of 
middle age, rather delicate, of strumous habit. 
The labor progressed in a satisfactory manner, 
and after its completion she requested me to 
examine her breast, which she feared would 
“vise.” I found her right breast very much 
swollen, hard and painful. The skin was red, 
and shining from tension; the nipple, from a 
former abscess, was almost entirely destroyed, 
and its place occupied by an irregular cicatrix. 
There were other cicatrices in different parts 
of the breast. The axillary glands were swol- 
len and painful. 

I supposed that there was scarcely a hope 
of preventing suppuration of the gland, espe- 
cially as I could discover no orifice for the es- 
cape of milk, should any be secreted. More 
as an experiment, than in expectation of any 
good result, I directed a solution of extract of 
belladonna (3i to £3)) to be applied to the 
areola, once in four hours, with a plaster of 
Conium, and a moderately tight bandage to the 
whole breast, On visiting her the next day, 
I was surprised to observe a marked diminu- 
tion of the swelling and pain. The other 
breast was tense with milk, and the patient 
thought the gland affected waa secreting it to 
some extent. The application was continued 
and five days afterwards, without the super- 
vention of any unpleasant symptoms, I with- 
drew the remedies. Her breast was pale and 
flaccid, the axillary glands Were in a normal 
condition, there was no milk discoverable in 
the gland or tubes. No auxilliary treatment 
was adopted, except that rendered necessary 
by a slight degree of irritative fever, and a 
partial stoppage of the lochia. (Tinct. verat. 
viride, ext. conii, and warm applications to the 
external parts of generation.) 





The University of Wisconsin, located at 
Madison in that State, has provision in its 
charter for a Medical Department, though it 
will probably be sometime before a medical 


faculty is,organized. 
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Gllustrations of Bospital Practice, 


PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 
Service of Dr. W. W. Gerhard. 
WEDNESDAY, Fesuvary 16. 


Typhoid Fever.—This man was taken sick about 
10 days ago; at first he had a slight cough, and 
diarrhoea. His pulse at present is 120—the abdo- 
men is tympanitic, and here and there are the cha- 
racteristic rose colored spots. 

This is an evident case of typhoid fever. 

Treaiment.—I hope that not one that hears the 
clinical lectures given in this Hospital, will be un- 
prepared to meet this disease: do not, if you value 
the safety of your patient rush into practice with 
the idea that in typhoid fever, you must deplete, or 
must stimulate. 

At the onset of the disease be on the alert to do 
nothing in the way of medication; attend however 
to the comfort of the patient, his diet and nursing. 

As regards medicines, the most invaluable one at 
this stage of the disease, is the Spiritus Mindereri 
—invaluable, because it can do no harm, it has 
scarcely any effect—whilst the patient is afforded 
the great solace that he is taking some medicine. 

But be ever watchful of your patient ; at any mo- 
ment complications requiring the greatest addres8 
and skill may arise. 

This man was at first placed on the use of: the 
Spiritus Mindereri; yesterday symptoms requiring 
other treatment were presented: he became very 
dull, stupid and heavy, there was evidently a ten- 
dency to congestion of the brain: we applied dry 
cups to the back of the neck, and mustard foot bath 
and poultice to the lower extremities, whilst cloths 
wet with cold water were applied to his head 
Under this simple plan of treatment he improved: 
At present his pulse and general appearance indi 
cate great prostration, and we consequently allow a 
somewhat stimulating diet, giving him particularly 
beef tea. , 

Dry cups applied in these cases often exert a 
powerful influence. I cannot but think that they 
act as revulsives to the nervous system. 


Functional Disease of the Heart.—A young girl 
illustrating this form of heart disease was presented 
to the class. Her face was very pale and anemic, 
her lips almost colorless: during 7 months she 
served in a family as a child’s nurse, when she was 
obliged to give up her situation in consequence of 
oft recurring and violent palpitation of the heart. 
When she entered the Huspital there was detected 
a loud bellows sound of the heart, which has at pre- 
sent almost entirely subsided. 


PRACTICE. 885 


In organic disease of the heart this bellows sound 
is never so nearly abolished as in the present case. 

Her general appearance indicates the cause of 
this functional derangement of the heart—anzmia. 

Treaiment.—Quinine and iron, good diet, and 
rest. 

Kk. Pil. ferri.carb. 
Quin. sulphat. & gr. jj. M. 
' Ft. pil. No. xx. — 
8. One, two or three times a day. 


Post Mortem.—This specimen was taken from a 
patient who entered the hospital almost moribund, 
From the history of the case furnished to us, we 
learn that the patient was a youfig woman of about 
82 years of age. 

Last summer she was attacked with remittent 
fever, which continued a long time unchecked, 
utterly exhausting her vital powers. 

I now present you the post mortem appearances 
of a patient who died in consequence of remittent 
fever. 

The Liver.—Hypertrophied, more pallid than usual 
and evidently fatty. This condition of the liver fre- 
quently occurs in pthisis; a not unsimilar appear- 
ance is generally presented in those who have in- 
dulged in the use of spirituous liquors. 

The Spleen is enlarged to twice its usual size; it 
is also more firm than in the normal state, the con- 
sequence of its being congested. This condition of 
the spleen is usually found in remittent fever. 

The Lungs.—One lung is healthy, the other is 
one-fourth its normal size. This is the result of the 
pressure of a large quantity of liquid effusion found 
in one of the pleural cavities. 


Sarurpay, Fzs. 19. 
Service of Dr. W. W. Gerhard. 

Bright's Disease of the Kidney.—In this patient, an 
elderly man, we have presented dropsy of the limbs 
and of the abdomen. Dropsy is but a symptom, not 
a disease ; we therefore examine the condition of 
the various organs of the body to ascertain if there 
be organic change, and where it exists. 

The condition of the heart and liver was then in- 
vestigated. There is evidence of organic disease in 
both. 

To learn the condition of the kidneys we ascer- 
tain the character of the urine. We find the sp. 
gr. of the urine to be 1005; heat and nitric acid 
reveal the presence of a large amount of albumen, 
and the microscope shows the blood and pus cor- 
puscles, with casts of the tubuli uriniferi. 

Diagnosis.—Bright’s disease of the kidneys. 

Treatment.—Cups over the kidneys, vapor bath 





and diuretics, potass. bitart. in juniper berry tea. 
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We shall also allow good nourishment and wine 
whey. 

[May it be allowed to usin this connection to call 
the attention of the profession to the use of Wahoo, 
the euonymus atropurpureus, as a most valuable 
hydrogogue and diuretic. We have had several 
cases under our care, in which after all diuretics and 
hydrogogues had failed, the Wahoo in a short time 
removed the dropsical effusion. In one case only 
did it fail to act. This was a case of dropsy conse- 
quent upon mitral disease, in which we gave as 
much as Ziv. of the Wahoo in a day, without the 
slightest effect. 

We use either the infusion 3j. to Oj. of water 
giving a wineglassfal every three hours, or the fluid 
extract prepared by F. L. Johns, apothecary, of this 
city, giving f 3ss. every four hours. ®. A. D.} 


Chorea.—I present to the class this little girl, 
laboring under Chorea, or St. Vitus’ Dance. 

We here have irregular spasmodic movements, 
unaccompanied by any organic change. I have 
only once attended a post mortem examination of a 
case of death from Chorea, This was in the children’s 
hospital in Paris, where a little sufferer was actu- 
ally worn out by the incessant spasmodic move- 
ments, there not being a trace of any organic change. 

Our patient here has had the disease for about 
two weeks. As a general rule, at least five or 
six weeks elapse before a cure can be effected. 

This disease is often hereditary. It is quite un- 
common in adults. 

Diagnosis.—The diseases for which there is any 
chance of mistaking it are organic diseases of the 
brain, and hysteria. A proper attention to the re- 
spective symptoms will always insure a correct 
diagnosis. 

Treatment.—Attend to the bowels and give tonics: 
quinia and iron are good—also give, what may be 
called a nervine, cimicifuga, the fluid extract, of 
which a fluid drachm may be given three times a 
day. This is a very eligible preparation. 


Wepnespay, Fesrvary 16. 
Service of Dr. Peace. 


Wound of the Carotid.—This man has been sent 
to the hospital by his attending physician in order 
that his condition might be carefully examined. 

Sometime ago he received a cut in the neck; a 
most profuse hemorrhage occurred, in consequence 
of which he became pulseless, no respiration could 
be detected, and it was supposed that he was dead. 

After a time he rallied, his physician using 
stimulants most freely; there was a large and firm 
clot of blood in the wound; this was most wisely 
allowed to remain, the edges of the wound being 
merely brought together by means of adhesive 
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strips. After a short time paralysis of the left leg 
and arm was noticed. 

On pressing on the carotid artery below the 
wound, pulsation is detected, above the wound how- 
ever, there is no pulsation. 

This really seems as if the carotid artery had 
been opened, and the wound afterwards closed by 
the clot of blood, which served to arrest the loss of 
blood until adhesive inflammation had closed up the 
vessel. 

[What is the cause of the paralysis? Most as- 
suredly not the cutting of any nerve in the neck; 
for it would be impossible, as long as the spinal 
marrow is intact, to produce paralysis of the ex- 
tremities by the severing of any nerve in the neck. 
One of two things must have caused the paralysis, 
either the great loss of blood (not very probable, ) 
or softening of the brain consequent upon a com- 
plete arrest of the flow of blood through one of the 
carotids. 

It is well known that the ligating of the carotid 
is not seldom the cause of softening of the brain.— 
T. A. D.] 


The Tiger Case.—We are glad to report that Dr. 
Peace regards the poor girl, who was so horribly 
mangled by a tiger, as in a fair way to recovery. 


Coxalgia.—A little girl laboring under this dis- 
ease was presented to the class. Lameness is an 
early symptom of hip disease, and if its importance 
is recognized at once, we may expect to accomplish 
& perfect cure. 

If a patient is brought to you in this stage, you 
can detect the disease by pressing upon the tro- 
chanter, or by giving a sharp quick blow upon the 
heel whilst the limb is extended; by so doing you 
will give rise to more or less pain in the hip-joint. 

In this stage of the disease the patient may com- 
plain of pain, and in at least one half the cases will 
refer this pain to the knee-joint. This is owing to 
the obturator nerve, which, after distributing seve- 
ral branches to the femoro-acetabular joint, sends a 
long branch to the knee. ‘Lhe irritation which oc- 
curs in the course of this, or any nerve, is referred 
to the ultimate ramifications. After a time the 
joint becomes more sensitive, and in the erect posi- 
tion the weight of the body is thrown upon the other 
limb by the poor sufferer. In consequence of the 
resulting obliquity of the pelvis, the affected limb 
appears lengthened. At first the foot is turned out- 
ward: this is the consequence of the rotator mus- 
cles being irritated and contracting spasmodically. 
In the progress of the disease, however, the adduc- 
tor muscles become involved, and then the foot is 
turned inward. 

The disease generally commences at the head of 
the thigh bone. This is a disputed point, some 
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affirming that the acetabulum is primarily affected. 
I have, however, made two post mortem examina- 
tions, in both of which the caput femoris was in- 
volved, whilst the acetabulum was free from any 
disease. 

In the progress of the disease large abscesses are 
apt to form in and around the joint; it is a mooted 
question whether such abscesses should be early 
opened or not. My experience leads me to believe 
that when pus has collected, and by its: bulk is irri- 
tating the parts in the vicinity, that great relief is 
afforded by evacuating the matter, and thereby re- 
moving the tension and pressure. 

Treatment.—The grand indication in the treat- 
ment of coxalgia is rest to the affected limb. This 
must be accomplished by placing the limb in a 
splint. 

Fresh air, good diet, iron and quinia should be 
freely given. 

. A cure should not be expected under from six to 
twelve months. 


HOSPITAL OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 


Sarurpay, Fes. 12. 
Service of Dr. Henry H. Smith. 


Anchylosis of the Metatarso-Phalangeal Articula- 
tion of the Great Toe.—A young woman complained 
of lameness. Examination showed that the trouble 
lay chiefly in the ball of the great toe. Several 
months previously, the patient had received a blow 
upon the foot, which had been followed by redness 
and swelling of this joint. These symptoms gradu- 
ally subsided, but the joint had been stiff and the 
patient lame ever since. 

Dr. Agnew, who presented the case to the class, 
said that the essential nature of the complaint was 
Salse anchylosis, the result of an inflammation in the 
metatarso-phalangeal articulation. 

Bands of organized lymph had been formed be- 
tween the articular surfaces, and were the cause of 
the immobility of the joint. These adhesions might, 
however, be broken up by a judicious degree of vio- 
lence, and the motion of the joint restored. This 
was accordingly done, and regular passive motion 
directed, to prevent the adhesions from forming 


again. 


Cancer of the Breast.—A patient laboring under 
scirrhous cancer of the breast, was next exhibited. 
For the details of this case we refer to the clinical 
report of Wednesday, Feb. 16. 


After-Treatment of Operations.—Dr. Smith then 
brought forward the little boy operated upon four- 
teen days since for stone, who was now able to 
walk home; the boy, upon whose cheek a plastic 
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operation had been performed, also cured; and the 
negro girl; and an old Irish woman whose breasts 
had been excised, were progressing favorably. The 
dressing, and general plan of the after-treatment in 
each case was explained. 


Wepnespay, Fes. 16. 
Service of Dr. Henry H. Smith. 


Polypus in the Ear.—A little girl, about fourteen 
years of age, had for some time labored under otor- 
rhoea. On washing out the ear for examination, it 
was found that the discharge was due to a polypoid 
growth, which blocked up the meatus. 

The treatment directed was cleanliness, and the 
application to the surface of the growth, with a 
camel’s hair pencil, of a solution of chromic acid. 
If this fails to destroy the polypus it will be 
ligated. , 


Hare Lip on the Right Side.—An infant, twelve 
days old, laboring under hare lip, was brought be- 
fore the class. This case was worthy of note, as 
being an exception to the general rule mentioned 
in connection with previous cases, that hare lip 
usually occurs on the left side. There was no fis- 
sure of the palate, The case would be operated 
upon on the next clinical day. 


Cataract Operation.—A patient laboring under a 
well marked cataract of the left eye, was brought 
forward to be operated upon. From its appearance 
Dr. Smith expressed the opinion that it was s soft 
cataract with a hard central nucleus. The opera- 
tion performed was that of absorption, and consisted 
in passing a cataract needle through the sclerotic 
coat, a few lines posteriorly to its junction with 
the cornea, and carrying it cautiously between the 
iris and the lens, taking care not to wound the 
former, until the point of the needle was seen through 
the pupil. The needle was then manipulated so as 
to break up the lens and submit it to the solvent 
action of the aqueous humor. 


Hydrocele.—Paliative Operation.—A middle-aged 
man labored under the condition known as hydro- 
cele, a disease consisting essentially in an accumu- 
lation of ftuid in the tunica vaginalis testis. This 
affection it was stated, might arise from the same 
causes as serous effusions elsewhere, and perhaps 
most frequently from an inflammation in the tunica 
vaginalis, more or less chronic in its character, and 
evidenced by a change of texture in the diseased 
membrane, which often acquired remarkable thick- 
ness, The diagnosis of this affection from others 
producing a scrotal tumor, is of great importance. 
The translucency of hydrocele as recognised by trans- 
mititng the rays of a candle in a darkened room was 
a valuable test, and ought never to be neglected 
prior to the operation. 
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The fluid contained in the tunica vaginalis, was 
generally a straw colored serum, rich in albumen, 
but sometimes stained with blood, occasionally in- 
deed to such a degree as to render the tumor opaque, 
and thus to interfere with the diagnosis. 

Various operations had been recommended for the 
radical cure of hydrocele, such as the injection of 
irritating liquids into the sac, with the view of devel- 
oping adhesive inflammation; the excision of a por- 
tion of the sac, etc., etc. Inthe present case the 
circumstances of the patient, not admitting of such 
a loss of time as any of the operations for the radi- 
cal cure would require, he would only be operated 
upon paliatively, the operation consisting simply in 
the evacuation of the fluid with a trocar and canula, 
About a pint of straw colored serum was thus ob- 
tained. 


Excision of the Mammary Gland.—A middle aged 
Irish woman presented a carcinomatous tumor in 
the left breast. The diseased growth formed a 
tumor about twice the size of the opposite breast. 
The nipple was retracted, the skin livid and nodu- 
lated over the prominent parts of the tumor, and 
several deep ulcers had formed in the skin. 

The patient related, that about a year previously 
she had first noticed a small hard nodule in the 
mammary gland, which gradually increased in size 
until the present time. It first ulcerated about two 
months ago. 

During the whole of this time the patient had suf- 
fered great pain in the diseased breast. 

There was no enlargement of the axillary lym- 
phatic glands, and the morbid mass was not adhe- 
rent to the pectoral muscle. 

Dr. Smith remarked that the skin was so exten- 
sively diseased, that if the whole of the unhealthy 
parts were removed, the edges of the wound would 
probably fail to meet, and it would be necessary to 
allow it to heal by granulation. This, however, was 
far better than to permit any of the unhealthy tis- 
sues to remain. Indeed, some of the French sur- 
geons preferred to operate in the same manner in 
all cases, regarding the suppuration as beneficial. 
Although not going so far as this, he yet had no 
objection to operating in cases such as this, where 
the gaping of the wound was a matter of necessity 

The patient being now brought into the room in 
a state of anesthesia, the breast was removed in the 
same manner as in the cases formerly described in 
connection with the clinical service of the Univer- 
sity. As anticipated, the wound could not be com- 
pletely closed; it was however approximated by 
adhesive strips, as nearly as possible, and dressed 
with dry lint. 

The patient has progressed thus far without a 
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Wepnespay, Fes. 16. 


Chorea.—Ellen McC., aged 11, had suffered for 
some time from Chorea, or St. Vitus’s Dance. The 
pathology of this affection, as of the other neuroses, 
is obscure. According to some, the disease is seated 
in the brain and spinal marrow, and when long con- 
tinued, it really implicates the cerebro-spinal sys- 
tem. It is usually placed in the very centre of the 
reflex system, but is rather perhaps dependent upon 
a badly regulated volition. Involuntary motion of 
voluntary muscles exists, but without proper co- 
ordination, and regulation of the movements. When 
these affections become protracted, they may ter- 
minate in permanent impairment of the mental 
powers. ‘By making a new impression on the lin- 
ing membrane of the intestinal canal, and by the 
continued use of tonics, cases of chorea, if in their 
incipiency, may very often be removed. The indi- 
cation is to produce revulsion upon the nervous 
system, that may derive from morbid action going 
on elsewhere. Chalybeates, of which a convenient 
form is the subcarbonate of iron, should be given 
twice a day, and occasional purgatives, to act brisk- 
ly on the alimentary canal. For the latter pur- 
pose, fifteen grains of the compound powder of 
jalap, (Pulvis Jalape Compositus U. 8. P.,) may be 
given twice a week. Animal food must also be 
taken. 


Numbness of the Fingers—Cerebral Disease.—Sarah 
R., aged about 35, has numbness of the fingers, and 
frequent attacks of headache. The numbness pre- 
ceded the birth of her last child. The fingers always 
feel asleep, with a tingling sensation as if pins were 
sticking in them, This condition is symptomatic of 
a tendency to cerebral disease, and may be a conse- 
quence of hyperemia of the vessels of the brain— 
altered nutrition of the organ. It is an example of 
subjective sensation belonging to the sense of touch. 
Cerebral hemorrhage may take place as the result 
of hyperemia. Some form of counter-irritation is 
necessary, such as the application of cups to the 
nape of the neck, pustulation with croton oil, ete. 
Excitement of all kinds must be avoided. She has 
never been intemperate in the use of alchoholic 
liquors. The true pathology here is obscure; must 
therefore be careful in the treatment. The feet are 
cold, and applications should be made to them, such 
as cayenne pepper sprinkled in the woolen socks. 
By thus stimulating the feet, and the use of the 
other revellents, we may derive from the encephalic 
disorder. To the back of the neck apply equal parts 
of the oleum olives and oleum tiglii, so asto produce 
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rules. Do not deplete, for no activity of circulation 
exists to justify it. 

Squamous Eruption on the Legs.—Anthony T., 
aged 51, has had for three months a scaly eruption 
on the legs, looking, at a first view, like ichthyosis 
or some other of the forms of squamous cutaneous 
affections. The ordinary forms of psoriasis however 
are dry and crack. No vesicle or pustule exists, 
and nothing to induce us to diagnosticate the case 
to belong to either vesicular or pustular eruptions. 
Ichtyosis, or fish skin, exhibits a modification of the 
cuticle. It may be regarded as a form of pityriasis. 
Glycerine, dissolved in water, one part of the former 
to eight of the latter should be applied over the legs, 
the parts having been well washed with castile 
soap and water previously. The treatment must 
be soothing, not stimulating. The object is to keep 
the surface moist, so that the cells of nutrition may 
assume a new action. He has been using Donovan’s 
solution, liquor arsenici et hydrargyri iodidi, and 
he is directed to continue it. The external use of 
glycerine, made into a form of ointment, with pow- 
dered starch, has been recommended lately, but in 
this case the solution is preferred. 
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Saturpay, Fes. 19. 


Parasitic Cutaneous Affections.—Two cases of tri- 
chosis in one family—a mother and child—afforded 
an opportunity for extended remarks on this class 
of cutaneous disease, and their mode of propagation 
and cure. It will be remembered that at preceding 
clinics, observations were made in relation to the 
communication of folliculous and other affections 
by means of fungiform productions. (See page277.) 
The mode of propagation seems to be by a sort of 
inoculation; but it has been an interesting point to 
determine whether the parasites are the cause of 
the cutaneous affection, or whether in the develop- 
ment of the disease, a soil is furnished favorable to 
the growth of the spores of the fungi. The idea of 
spontaneous generation is out of the question, and 
it is probable that the parasite is rather a sequence 
of the disease than the exciting cause. The 
various forms of tinea teigne of the French, and 
some of the plans of treatment suggested for their 
relief, were then mentioned. The barbarous cus- 
tom formerly employed, of shaving the head, and 
then applying a pitch plaster, which, when torn 
forcibly from the surface, detached the roots of the 
hairs, was referred to. Attention was directed to a 
recent work (1858) ‘‘on parasitic cutaneous affec- 
tions,” by M. Bazin, physician to the Hépital St. 
Louis, the great institution for cutaneous diseases 
in Paris. In every form of tinea they practice epi- 
lation by the pincers, and then apply the Huile de 
Cade—oil of cade—a liquid tar, derived from the 
combustion of the wood of the pemperus oxycederus, 
and resembling oil of turpentine, which is often sub- 
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stituted for it. The oil of cade—oleum cadeium—is 
well rubbed on to deaden the parts by its stimulat- 
ing action, and the hairs are then removed without 
so much pain, By these means we can get more 
readily at the hair follicles, and produce a decided 
impression on the disease. Those who believe that 
parasitic growths are the cause of the disease, con- 
sider that we can, by destroying the parasite in that 
way, annihilate at once ‘he cutaneous affection. 
But the benefit may result from the new action in- 
duced in the morbid cells of nutrition, which are 
readily reached by the application. ’ 

In connection with the consideration of cutaneous 
affections, which are of parasitic origin, or associ- 
ated with the development of parasitic growths, an 
inquiry into the mode of causation of scabies natu- 
rally suggests itself. This is a disease, partaking 
of the characteristics both of the vesicular and pus- 
tular varieties, and is connected with the presence 
of an insect of the genus Acarus—the Acarus or 
Sarcoptea Scabiei. Has the psoric affection its 
origin in the insect, or has the insect its origin and 
development in the nidus furnished by the peculiar 
morbid condition of the cutaneous surface? Under 
either view the object of the practitioner will be to 
destroy the parasites, and induce a new action in 
the cells of nutrition of the parts. The old plan of 
curing itch was to rub the surface thoroughly with 
some simple or compound preparation of sulphur 
before a fire, morning and evening, for a quarter of 
an hour or more, for a week. But this prolonged 
plan is not necessary. M. Bazin cures itch in two 
or three days by the employment of the Pommade 
de Helmerich —Helmerich’s alcaline sulphurated 
itch ointment, which contains sulphur two parts, 
and carbonate of potassa one part, rubbed up with 
lard eight parts. M. Hardy uses only a single rub- 
bing with the pommade. In all cases the clothes 
have to be well washed and fumigated. These cases 
are sometimes, under such a treatment, cured in a 
few hours, where the plan is steadily persevered in, 
and a reapplication is made after bathing, etc. In- 
deed, it is generally possible in a day, by the use 
of some good ointment, as the unguentum sulphuris 
compositum of the Pharmacopeia of the United 
States, to cure the itch. 

It has been deemed advisable to enter thus fully 
into the consideration of cutaneous affections asso- 
ciated with parasitic formations, as we have cases 
of such a nature constantly presenting themselves 
in the college clinic, and everywhere, and to make 
the student acquainted with the latest results of 
treatment as adopted in the great cutaneous hospital 
of Paris, the Hépital St. Louis. The two cases which 
have given rise to these remarks, were directed to 
apply to the surface an ointment made as follows: 
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We treat them as purely local affections, requiring 
no Constitutional remedies. The head must be well 
shaved, however, before any course is commenced, 
and then we can positively diagnosticate under 
which of the folliculous cutaneous affections these 
two cases may be ranged. 
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Neuropathia.—Cornelius H., a German boy, aged 
15, has had a swelling of the neck, both externally 
and internally, but both have passed away by reso- 
lution. He suffered from palpitation and pain in 
the left side. His eyesight is weak, a little misti- 
ness or darkness being constantly before his eyes. 
Small print appears to him to be in a confused mass, 
while he can see large type very distinctly. He can 
read with greater facility when the book is held at 
a distance, than when it is brought near his eyes. 
The distance at which he can read objects is not 
varied by the employment of long-sighted specta- 
cles, a curious condition of the eye, connected with 
presbyopic vision, that will require more careful 
examination. Presbyopia, although sometimes seen 
in young persons, is not common, being, as its name 
imports, more frequently met with in the old. The 
condition of the eye, as well as of the heart, depend 
upon some neuropathic condition, and tonics, such 
as the subcarbonate of iron, may prove beneficial. 
Let him be put upon the use of that article until he 
presents himself again at the clinic. Inquiries 
should be made into his habits, whether he has suf- 
fered from spermatorrheea, etc. A good opportunity 
is afforded here for the use of the ophthalmoscope 
as @ means of diagnosis. 


Service of Dr. Pancoast. 
Wepnespay, Fes. 16. 


Congenital Cataract.—A child, ten months of age, 
was brought in, which had been operated on for 
cataract, the lens being removed, leaving opaque 
portions of the capsule, which it is now proposed to 
remove. To effect this object, a delicate needle 
must be introduced through the cornea, and passed 
in just below the border of the pupil, so that vision 
may not be interfered with if an opaque spot be left 
after the operation. This mode of operating is pre- 
ferable on that account to making the incision 
through the centre of the cornea. The hardened 
capsule must be broken up with the cutting edge of 
the needle. The cataract of children is usually of 
the soft variety. If the operator does not touch the 
iris with his instrument, no troublesome conse- 
quences are likely to ensue from too great reaction. 

The operation of keratonyxis was performed on 
both eyes, the child being under the influence of 
an anssthetic. 


Mucocele.—A small child presented an illustration 
of destruction of the ducts of some of the compound 
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follicles of the lip, a tumor being the result. This 
was removed by a delicate scalpel. Cauterization 
after the operation is sometimes practised, but it 
leaves behind an ugly wound. At the bottom of the 
cavity we find sometimes enlarged labial glands, 
which also require to be removed. It is not neces- 
sary to remove a piece of the lip. 


Ankylosis—Two Cases.—Two cases of ankylosis 
were presented, one of the elbow, the other the 
knee-joint. When the elbow is affected, and it is 
impossible for the proper motion of the joint to be 
restored, and the part must remain stiff in spite of 
the efforts of the surgeon, the arm should be placed 
in a flexed position,.so as to be useful for ordinary 
purposes. In two cases of bony ankylosis of the 
knee under the charge of Dr. P., an opportunity 
was afforded, by accidental fracture after ankylosis, 
to produce gradual flexion of the soft callus, and 
thus straighten the limb. If accidental fracture is 
of such advantage to the surgeon as a means of 
modifying the position of the limb, why might not 
the surgeon produce by artificial means the same 
result? A few gimlet holes in the bone, as in the 
operation for introducing ivory pegs, according to 
the method of Dieffenbach, would so weaken the 
structure that fracture might be readily made. If 
the ankylosis at the knee-joint is bony, we might 
adopt the plan of Barton, and saw out a wedge- 
shaped piece of bone, so as to straighten the part. 
But this operation is hazardous, and is not often 
practised. 

After these general introductory remarks, the 
cases were shown. In the one in which the elbow 
was ankylosed, neither pronation nor supination 
were practicable. The arm could be brought up 
by force into a rectangular position, and gradually 
even up to the shoulder. Pronation and supination 
became much more easy, under the active motion of 
the joint practised by the operator. The arm must 
be put in a splint, and a local antiphlogistic appli- 
cation of lead water and laudanum be applied over 
thearm. The diet must be low, and attention paid 
to his bowels, etc. 


In the second case—ankylosis of the knee-joint— 
it will be necessary to divide the fascia, which is 
tightly stretched over the parts, and perhaps the 
hamstring tendons. In this case, as in nearly all 
chronic affections of the knee-joint, the fascia lata 
feels like a tense band beneath the skin. In divi- 
ding the hamstring tendons, great care must be 
taken not to implicate the important nerves that go 
down in this vicinity. A blunt-pointed knife is 
therefore preferable in performing the operation. 
Ankylosis in this instance is of four years duration. 
The object is to save the necessity of amputating 
the limb. 
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The fascia lata, and the hamstring tendons, as 
well as the second head of the biceps flexor cruris, 
were divided, and an apparatus, devised by the 
lecturer for this class of cases, was applied under 
the limb. The apparatus has the advantage of not 
letting the head of the tibia slip back, and become 
subluxated, as sometimes happens after operations 
of this kind. The case will again be presented to 
the class. ; 


Stledical Societies. 
NORTHERN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Fripay Evenrna, Nov. 12, 1858. 


Dr. Mayburry, presiding. 
Subject for Discussion—MEnRcuRiats. 





Dr. Curtis opened the debate by remarking that 
this class of remedies was followed by both good 
and bad effects. They had been employed by phy- 
sicians for many years, and at one time it was the 
fashion to give mercury in some form for every 
disease. They were good servants, but very bad 
masters. He thought the profession knew more 
about them now than formerly, as then salivation 
was thought necessary in order to produce any bene- 
ficial results ; but at present, we rarely went beyond 
touching the gums. He also entertained the belief 
that there must have been a change in the tempera- 
ment of individuals, in this respect, similar to that 
in regard to blood-letting, as at present mercury 
did not seem so necessary, or did not appear to pro- 
duce the same good effects as were claimed in former 
times. 

It may be that mercurials were then given to too 
great an extent, as few cathartics were compounded 
without the addition of this remedy ; and especially 
was this the case among country practitioners. 
Even physicians, in prescribing for their own ail- 
ments, almost invariably used blue mass. 

At the present time the belief is general that many 
diseases may be entirely removed without the em- 
ployment of the mercurials. The maxim, in fact, 
seems now to be, “do without them, if possible.” 
Dr. C. had never seen sloughing as a result of sali- 
vation, although he had seen some very severe cases 
of ptyalism. Asa cathartic, mercury was no doubt 
excellent, and especially indicated for its action 
upon the liver, when this organ was congested. But, 
in many instances, this organ is already actively 
employed in throwing out bile, and if we have re- 
course to mercury, an injurious stimulation of it is 
produced. Dr. C. mentioned his own case: He 
had suffered for some years with rheumatism, and 
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especially was he troubled in warm weather. His 
tongue being furred, and the other symptoms seem- 
ing to indicate its use, he employed mercury, but 
this only caused a greater trouble by the increased 
action of the liver. He then found, that by taking 
a mild purgative, he was relieved far better than by 
the murcury. The same observations he had made 
in his practice. 

De. Burter remarked upon the prejudices of the 
people against the use of mercurials, influenced as 
they are by designing quacks, and he considered 
that the medical attendant was too often governed 
by the patient in their employment, or at least, very 
seriously embarrassed. He dwelt at some length 
upon the history of these remedies, referring par- 
ticularly to their empirical employment by Paracel- 
sus and others of his time. 

The mercurials occupy an important position in 
the materia medica, and in some cases, are the best 
remedies we can employ. He had used them 
freely, with very beneficial results. He had tried 
various substitutes, and, in cases ordinarily termed 
‘¢ bilious,” where the liver required frequent, but 
mild stimulation, he preferred some other remedy, 
if possible. Thus he had employed the dried sul- 
phate of manganese, with much success; it pro- 
duced copious bilious evacuations, but an objection to 
its use was the sickness of the stomach which almost 
always followed it; as large quantities of bile were 
thrown out by its action, he had no doubt but that 
this produced the intense nausea. Taraxacum he 
had used with some satisfaction, but an objection te 
it was the very large doses required, and it is very 
difficult to procure this article in good condition. 
He had used other articles, as cholagogues, but 
found it generally necessary to return to the mer- 
curials, which, in spite of all the prejudice against 
them, constituted our most reliable cholagogues. 

In some instances, the preparations of mercury, 
like many other of our medicinal substances, were 
not reliable on account of adulterations. He had 
heard of calomel being given in indefinite doses. 
In the West people sometimes take it withent any 
regard whatever to weight. This may often be done 
with impunity, from the fact of the drug being so 
much adulterated for those markets. It seemed,*in 
many cases, to be almost inert. 

Dr. Oster believed our views of this remedy 
were susceptible of much improvement, and in this 
discussion we must take into consideration the many 
valuable facts which have recently come to light 
concerning it. Many good results were produced 
by its employment, but, as it was used empirically, 
many accidents, of course, occurred. He considered 
it to be one of the most potent remedial agents in 
the whole catalogue of the materia medica. He had 





been struck by the remark of a very high authority, 
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that the injurious effects of mercury were much 
overrated, and he did not believe many of the state- 
ments of such cases; he had never seen much mis- 
chief resulting from the employment of these agents. 
Still, though we may not kill by the use of mercury, 
yet it is possible to lay the foundation for chronic 
diseases. Particularly in persons of scrofulous dia- 
thesis, is it a rank poison, cases of which he had 
observed to sink rapidly under its use. In suppu- 
rative inflammation, he was confident it had pro- 
duced considerable injury, and a rapidly fatal re- 
sult, although in but few doses, and of a small size. 
Such facts as these were sufficient to justify the 
popular prejudice against this class of remedies. 
Salivation is one great objection to them, and it is a 
desideratum to prevent this result. He thought he 
had succeeded in discovering a means of protection. 
For several years, he had been in the habit of com- 
bining with the mercurials, this agent, that is, with 
all compounds of mercury except the black sulphu- 
ret, as we cannot salivate with that preparation. 
This agent was sulphur, and was a sovereign remedy 
against salivation. To be sure, the proof was of a 
negative character to a great extent, and hence 
arose a difficulty, as we might give the combination 
for some time without producing any effect, and yet 
be liable to have such a result, in some case, unex- 
pectedly. He had tested it severely, and had never 
seen ptyalism result under its employment. 


He mentioned a case of a patient with torpid 
liver, to whom he gave murcury with sulphur for 
some time, and then discontinued this treatment. 
A consultation afterwards being held, and as the 
consulting physician did not think he had pushed 
the mercury far enough, he gave calomel in minute 
doses, and in three days the patient was horribly 
salivated, though he had taken but one-sixth of a 
grain every six hours. He considered this a proof 
that his views were correct. In other cases, where 
great susceptibility to the effects of mercury was 
known to exist, he had given the combination of 
sulphur and mercury fearlessly, and yet ptyalism 
had not been produced. A very common idea in 
the profession, and one which he considered erro- 
neous, was that the black sulphuret was inert, be- 
cause it did not salivate. He was satisfied that the 
reverse was true, and that it was the most valuable 
from this very quality. In dysentery, it was second 
to no remedy, and in typhoid fever, he had em- 
ployed it with great success. Last summer he com- 
menced the use of the dichloride in the summer 
complaint of children, and was much gratified with 
the results. He had used calomel in these cases, 
and still had recourse to it; but in obstinate cases, 
where calomel seemed to have no control, he had 
succeeded quickly with the bichloride, in very 
minute doses. He did not consider mercury as ap- 
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plicable to all cases of hepatic disease; thus acute 
hepatitis seemed aggravated by its action. He 
rarely gave mercury to clean the tongue; he found 
greater benefit from some sedative; as where there 
was loss of appetite, furred tongue, and general 
malaise, he employed the acetate of. ammonia with 
a much better result, In children, when the sto- 
mach seemed very irritable, he had found marked 
benefit from the cyanuret of potassium. 

Dr. Maysurry inquired of Dr. Osler, whether he 
had found any rationale to account for this preven- 
tion of salivation, by the combination of sulphur 
with the murcury. 

Dr. Oster replied that he was under the impres- 
sion that the sulphuret of mercury was formed, as 
was seen on the skin when sulphur was employed 
after mercury. In this he was confirmed by other 
authorities. 

Dr. Burier never gave mercury in scrofulous or 
tuberculous cases, as in such diatheses it invariably 
produces bad effects. With regard to the treatment 
of salivation, the iodide of potassium had been men- 
tioned as a certain remedy. He had used it, but 
not so as to form a positive opinion. We occasion- 
ally find idiosyncrasies where salivation is produced 
by a few small doses of mercury; it is important to 
know such peculiarities. Again, we find that if a 
person is once salivated, it is easy of reproduction. 
We should, therefore, inform ourselves early in our 
attendance on a case, as to whether our patient had 
ever been salivated, and the circumstances attend- 
ing it. 

Dr. Forp could not practice without mercurials. 
He would like to know if the sulphur would not pre- 
vent their action. He always considered that these 
remedies had an effect that no other class produced. 
In secondary syphilis and skin diseases, he could 
not do without these remedies, and he questioned if 
we could obtain their effect when combined with the 
sulphur. He had great confidence in the biniodide 
in secondary and tertiary syphilis; it seems to act 
more mildly than the protiodide, and was less apt to 
salivate. Authors do not agree with him in this 
view. In early practice, he had seen much saliva- 
tion, having been associated with a physician who 
used mercury freely, and Dr. F. had found sulphur 
the best remedy for it. He had employed iodide 
of potassium in one case, and found it to act 
promptly. Calomel was of great benefit in chronic 
croup, and he thought he had saved some extremely 
doubtful cases by its employment. For diseases 
of the skin he preferred the red oxide and the white 
precipitate. 

Dr. Stocum had seen a patient in Wills Hospital, 
who took mercury without ptyalism, and on changing 
it to the iodide of potassium, profuse salivation 
came on. He could not explain this. 
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De. Demmfé had noticed the same thing, and 
thought it could be explained by the fact that the 
chlorides of mercury were soluble in the solution of 
iodide of potassium, and mercury having been de- 
posited in the system, the iodide causes it to be 
taken up again, and salivation results. Hehad em- 
ployed, in cases of Ptyalism, chlorate of potassa, 10 
grains to the ounce of water, and in two days the 
ptyalism was arrested. In severe cases of sore 
mouth, this article acted well. He did not believe 
sulphur could combine with mercury in the system. 

Dr. Oster had seen several cases of known sus- 
ceptibility to the action of mercury, yet when em- 
ployed in these instances in combination with sul- 
phur, ptyalism never ensued. It will produce a free 
laxative effect thus, and he feels the utmost confi- 
dence in its powers as a preventive of salivation. 

Mercury was admitted to produce debility, and 
yet it was the unanimous opinion that it was bene- 
ficial in typhoid fever. This seemed curious. 

Dr. Curtis also believed that iodide of potassium 
increased the effect of mercurials. Inregard to the 
combination of sulphur with mercury, he thought it 
not at all necessary to see the effect upon the gums 
in order to know that the mercurial was acting. 

Dr. Oster considered that the mercurials stimu- 
late all the secretions, and if we can prevent its 
operation upon the mucous membrane, we do not 
necessarily impair their effect upon other organs. 

Adjourned. 





Ghitorial. 


THE MUTTER MUSEUM. 


Several years ago, in an address delivered 
before a county medical society, we took occa- 
sion, under the title “‘ Doctor’s Commons,” to 
propose a plan which we argued was feasible, 
tending to draw more closely the bonds that 
united the profession. In substance, it was 
an elaboration, as it were, of the system of 
medical association as it exists at present. It 
contemplated the forming of minor associa- 
tions, wherever a few medical men could be 
brought together, and the securing of a room 
or rooms as a place of common resort, where 
might be collected a library, pathological and 
anatomical specimens, etc., and where the 
profession of a town or neighborhood might 
meet for counsel and social intercourse, and 
where at specified hours the poor could be pre- 
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scribed for. We argued that the tendency of 
such associations would be, by bringing the 
members of the profession into frequent con- 
tact, to unite their interests and feelings, diffuse 
knowledge, and claim from the public that 
respect and confidence to which they are enti- 
tled. It would most effectually lift the pro- 
fession above all connection with any form of 
empiricism, and sift pretenders’ and men of 
quarrelsome propensities, from the society of 
true and high-minded physicians. 

The plan of the Miitter Museum noticed in 
our last, contemplates something for this city 
somewhat similar to that suggested above for 
smaller towns. It seems to us that Dr. Miitter 
in devoting his means to this purpose has done 
a noble work for the profession, and reared for 
himself an enduring monument that will honor 
his name, and keep it alive, when the monu- 
mental marble that shall be reared over his 
grave, shall have crumbled to the dust. 

Let the College of Physicians and the pro- 
fession of Philadelphia heartily second this 
munificent benefaction, by doing, and doing 
well, and doing speedily, the part that is 
required of them before it is fully secured. 
This action of Dr. Miitter’s confirms our judg- 
ment as expressed in the address above alluded 
to—which was published in full in the Re- 
PORTER some years since—and gives us 
ground to hope that the views there advanced 
and which were regarded by some as utopian, 
will ere long be acknowledged, and practically 
carried out. Gentlemen of the legal-and cleri- 
cal professions in this city have their rooms for 
social intercourse, and why should not ours ? 

In this connection we would call the atten- 
tion of our readers to an article on another 
page, bearing on this subject, and commend it 
to their serious consideration. We would re- 
mark that it was written before the announce- 
ment of Dr. Miitter’s endowment was made. 





” KEEPING RECORDS OF CASES, 


We are well aware that in advocating any- 
thing that will add to the labors of the physi- 
cian, we in so far appear before our readers to 





great disadvantage. However, the importance, 
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both to the practitioner and to the science of 
medicine, of keeping records of cases in prac- 
tice, commends itself to the judgment of all, 
and where we carry the judgment of our read- 
ers with us, we have a powerful aid in mould- 
ing their opinions and guiding their practice. 
The American Medical Association early re- 
cognized the importance of keeping such 
records, and recommended a general adoption 
of the plan. The medical societies of the States 
of New York and New Jersey have also com- 
mended it to their members, and the former 
has proposed a uniform plan for such records. 
The Pathological Society of this city has 
also adopted a plan for the use of its members, 
which leaves hardly anything to be desired 
where a physician desires to keep perfect re- 
eords, though it seems to us to be rather too 
complicated to be recommended for general 
adoption. A simpler plan would do better for 
the general practitioner, and be more likely to 
be carried out. If the American Medical 
Association would adopt a form, it seems to us 
that it might tend to the establishment of a 
uniform system of making such records. 

We have been led to these remarks by the 
perusal of the following in a private letter 
from a medical friend in a southern city, “In 
1853, when treating nearly sixty cases per 
diem, I found so much difficulty in remember- 
ing the symptoms and directions I had given 
to such a host of cases, and such stupidity on 
the part of the nurses commonly found in the 
cabins of the Irish poor, that I fell into the 
habit of making memoranda at the bed-side. 
Insensibly it grew upon me, and without any 
specific purpose, I found myself gradually sub- 
stituting my little book for everything like 
ordinary memory, until now, I can truly say, 
that in the height of the worst epidemic, I 
have no use for any qualities of the intellect 
except observation and judgment. In this 
way I have clearly written out about one 
thousand cases of yellow fever during the 
years 1853, 1854, 1855 and 1858, every case 
a full and truthful picture drawn by the bed- 
side. * * * I venture to say, such a contribu- 
tion to symptomatology was never accumulated 
by any other method.” We trust that our friend 
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will in some way use these valuable facts for 
the benefit of the profession. 


40 


Correspondence, 


Boston, Feb. 10, 1859, 

I have just finished the reading of two books, 
which contrast with each other as strongly in their 
general style, their correctness of expression, and 
clearness, as they are different in their subjects, 
One of these is Prof. Dalton’s Physiology, which you 
noticed a short time since, but which I know you 
will allow me to speak of again. The attention of 
the profession ought to be turned towards this work, 
on account of the peculiarly easy manner with 
which one step leads on to the next. It is not a 
mass of facts and hypotheses jumbled together with- 
out order, indicating that the writer has indistinct 
visions of something grand, which he cannot make 
others see. You may follow him without becoming 
entangled in a thicket of new words, confident that 
his illustrations will make his statements plain. 

The plates in this book are plans just such as one 
may see grow under his chalk on the black board, 
and as some of us have seen his chalk and his words 
coming so close to each other, that we do not know 
certainly whether the eye or the ear perceived first. 

The chapters on the nervous system and develop- 
ment are particularly to be commended to those of 
our brethren who have not the time and means to 
spend in the use of the microscope. 

Those of us who knew Dr. Dalton in Boston, feel, 
though personally we lost one of our best men when 
he went to New York, that, on the whole, the pro- 
fession at large demanded that he should labor in a 
larger field. 

The other book, I believe, has not been reprinted 
in this country as yet. It is the last report of a 
seven years mastership in the Dublin Lying-in Hos- 
pital. Full of facts, which make it of value to the 
profession, one cannot fail to see that the words are 
imperfectly made. It does not compare well with 
the works of Collins and Hardy and McClintock. 
We cannot help thinking that this case of convul- 
sions was hysterical, while at the same time we feel 
that the observer has only left out something which 
made him know the contrary, and which he might 
have shown to us. Every page is full of errors in 
diction, which no English scholar can have patience 
with, and which is not to be excused as an Hiberni- 
cism, as the introduction would lead us to suppose. 
One feels, too, with such meagre accounts, that 
ergot was often unnecessarily administered, and he 
trembles at the constant mention of chloroform. 
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Had the records been more complete, doubtless all 
questions would be answered to the reader. The 
book is large, to be sure, but it is one of a valuable 
series, and science demands, that the only printed 
record of such an establishment would be full and 
unquestionable. 

Notwithstanding its faults, no obstetrician can 
consider his library complete without it. 

Boston, professional Boston, is quiet. We have 
no very great amount of sickness. Skating is occa- 
sionally giving the Chiropodists a corn to cut, but 
is at the same time cheating the men and women 
into good health. Young ladies of forty are putting 
on their skates, and the boys of sixty are renewing 
their youth. C. E. B. 





A MEDICAL HALL, LIBRARY, AND MUSEUM 
IN PHILADELPHIA. 


Messrs. Eprrors :—It is a matter of great aston- 
ishment, that in this city, which has been so long 
the Medical centre of the Western continent, there 
should not be any general medical hall, library, or 
museum, where members of the profession could 
obtain, at a moderate outlay, the use of all those 
things so essential to medical improvement. 

The necessity for such an institution is so very 
apparent, that it is really surprising some general 
movement has not been hitherto made to establish 
one. The absence of such aninstitution very much 
retards professional advancement, as it is almost 
impossible to obtain in private those advantages for 
culture which a public establishment of the kind 
could so readily afford. An institution of the kind, 
therefore, would prove invaluable. It would afford 
facilities for medical improvement which would be 
gladly embraced both by resident members of the 
profession, and those from abroad. Hence, it would 
not only directly advance the knowledge and pro- 
mote the interests, but greatly redound to the credit 
of the profession of this city, and thus do much to 
uphold its high medical standing. 

Cannot, therefore, some effort be made to obtain 
this great desideratum? It is a legitimate and 
worthy object for the profession of this city to con- 
centrate its energies upon, and a general movement 
might readily be made through its representative, 
the County Society. If therefore this society would 
take hold of the matter, and push it to a successful 
termination, it would greatly add to its honor, and 
benefit the profession, both here and elsewhere, as 
its influence would be general as well as local. 

This institution might be gotten up on the joint 
stock principle, and would doubtless thus secure 


the support of druggists and others outside of the |’ 


profession, who are pecuniarily and otherwise 
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greatly interested in everything which tends to ite 
advancement. The building might be so arranged 
as to provide a hall for lectures, and rooms for socie- 
ties, the rent of which would doubtless go far to 
liquidate the general fund invested, and meet the 
current expenses. 

There is doubtless a sufficiency of money and ma- 
terial to be obtained for the purpose, and it is pro- 
bable that it would require but a moderate degree 
of enterprise to get up such an institution, and sup- 
ply it, even at the outset, with many of the prere- 
quisites for professional improvement. 

The suggestion is therefore offered, in the hope 
that an earnest and successful effort may be speedily 
made to erect and endow such an institution, fo 

the benefit of the general profession. That suchan 
effort may be speedily and successfully made, is the 
sincere wish of A PRoGRESSIVB, 





Periscope. 
FOREIGN TRANSLATIONS. 
By Turopore A. Demmé, M. D. 


Oblique Illwmination of the Eye.—Dr. 
Kiichler, Surgeon to the Hospital of Darm- 
stadt, for the Treatment of Diseases of the 
Eye, refers to the advantages derived in 
examinations of the eye, by the above men- 
tioned mode of illumination, from his observa- 
tions of the following facts. A minute object 
is best seen by having a strong ray of light 
thrown upon it, independent of any magnify- 
ing power adapted to the eye of the observer ; 
as can be noticed in the manipulation of the 
jeweller, the cobbler with his globe, and the 
miscroscopist with the darkened chamber of 
his instrument, while the light is thrown 
obliquely upon the object. By means of a 
lens held at varying angles with the axis of the 
eye, a pencil of light may be made to sweep 
over the eyeball, thus brightly illumining the 
minutest portions of the cornea, iris, lens, and, 
under certain circumstances, the canal of Petit 
and the ciliary processes. 

He enumerates the following advantages : 

1st. That every portion of the anterior 
hemisphere may be gone over with this pencil 


* of Th h light be b 
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obliquely directed, impinge upon the sensitive 
retina. 
8d. - With practice, almost every portion of 
the eye, even the retina itself, may be ex- 
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amined in this brilliant focal light, without 
fatiguing the patient. 

It needs but little ingenuity to conceive of 
— by which the operator shall be 
entirely in the dark, whilst making use of this 
. process: a lamp with a shade—a box in which 
the lamp is placed, whilst the lens is fastened 
in the centre of a moveable curtain, forming a 
side of the box, etc. 

By this method, opacity of the lens and 
cornea and the exact situation thereof is at 
once detected and distinguished; and even 
after the operation for cataract, the eye can 
be examined after twenty-four hours, enabling 
the surgeon to watch the changes that may be 


going on. 


Radical Cure of Hydrovarium by punc- 
ture.—Dr. Freuss, of Dirschan, relates the fol- 
lowing : 

About fourteen years ago, a girl aged 18 
years came under his care for ovarian dropsy ; 
she had never menstruated. 

He performed the operation of tapping, and 
drew off a large amount of fluid. After the 
lapse of a year she returned, laboring under 
the same dropsy; he removed by tapping, 
7 Ibs. of water. A few hours after the opera- 
tion her pulse rose to 124, high fever came 
on, whilst the abdomen was so painful that 
she could not bear the slightest touch. Great 


apprehensions were entertained for the pa-| & 


tient’s life, but gradually the symptoms 
yielded, and at the expiration of four weeks 
she was dismissed as well: in about four 
months her menses came on. 

Since that time she has married, and be- 
come the mother of four children, and, in 
Dr. K.’s words, is now a perfect picture of 
health. 


Test for Purity of Nitrate of Silver.—Dr. 
¥. Lawrence Smith, of Louisville, proposes, in 
the Semi-Monthly Medical News, the follow- 
ing simple and efficient method of detecting 
the adulterations of fused nitrate of silver with 
nitrate of potassa or other substances :—Dis- 
solve some of the nitrate of silver in a little 
water, moisten a piece of paper with the solu- 
tion, then dry it, roll up the paper and burn 
it. If pure, a tasteless residuum of pure ail- 
ver will remain. If saline impurity exists, 
the peculiar taste of the salt will be evident. 


‘Poisoning by Belladonna.—Dr. J. H. 
Schenck, of Lebanon, Pa.; reports in the Chi- 
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cago Medical Journal, a case of recovery of a 

child four years old, from poisoning by six 
ains of extract of belladonna, after the article 
ad remained in the stomach three hours. 


Ergot in Phthisis Pulmonalis —Dr. B. P. 
Staats, of Albany, reports favorably of the use 
of this article in consumption, after trial in 
several cases. (American Medical Monthly.) 
He says of one case, “after taking the medi- 
cine four days his pulse and breathing became 
less frequent, the pain in his chest and diar- 
rhoea ccased, and his expectoration was dimin- 
ished.” Dose given, four grains of powdered 
ergot every six hours. 





Medical Fetus. 


QUACKERY IN A NEW ASPECT.—Empiricism 
has changed tactics. Its usual bold effrontery 
is turned to attack the public in the rear. Mr. 
Gayetty of New York intends to take advan- 
tage of them by catching them with their 
breeches down, and bring them to the stern 
necessity of buying his ‘‘ medicated paper for 
the water closet.”” The New Orleans Medical 
News and Hospital Gazette says :—“ Inas- 
much as this idea of Mr. Gayetty is strictly 
fundamental, it must be valuable, and we sug- 
est that he not only place his autograph on 
each sheet of his invaluable paper, to prevent 
counterfeit, but that he furnish his millions 
of patrons with his photograph, in like man- 
ner. More, we suggest that the photograph 
be taken with a bland smile on the face. We 
are really anxious to see the face of the man 
who is going to eclipse even homeopathy in 
the inestimable benefits he thus rubs into man- 
kind ; and then, again, it would be such a cap- 
ital idea to be thus cheering up the sufferer 
by smiling on the very seat of his troubles.” 


THe ANNUAL REporT OF THE NORTHERN 
DISPENSARY OF PHILADELPHIA shows that 
9,139 patients have received treatment from 
the Institution during the past year. There 
was the enormous number of 19,161 prescrip- 
tions compounded, and 2,634 cases of teeth 
extracting. 

All this medical relief has necessarily been 
accomplished under the most economic expen- 
diture; the correct eleemosynary, as well as 
democratic principle of ‘the greatest to 
the greatest snub” has been the object of 


,the managing and medical boards. 
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The managers remark that “it is surprising 
that so much relief can be extended to our suf- 
fering humanity, with financial means appa- 
rently so inadequate.” 

The officers of the Medical Board for 1859, 
are,—President, Dr. A. M. Slocum ; Vice Pre- 
sident, Dr. T. A. Demmé ; Secretary, Dr. 8. 
N. Troth. 





The BetMont Mepioat JournAL talks in- 
dependently. It says ‘it does not depend on 
vagrant subscriptions of $2,00 and $3,00 for its 
life. It cares nothing for the whims and ca- 
prices of the multitude. It is an offering of 
the Belmont Medical Society to the goddess 
Hygeia!”’ This is extensive crowing and flap- 
ping for Vol. I. No. 9, of a little (5 by 8 
inches) monthly, hardly fledged. But still we 
have seen worse journals spread over more 


paper. 





Posthumous.—The New Hampshire Jour- 
nal of Medicine is extinct. As it died it gasped 
out the following:—“In taking leave of my 
readers, I beg to recommend to their notice a 
journal which I regard as giving more prac- 
tical information for the same money, than 
any other; I refer to the “‘ American Medical 
Monthly! !”’ 

We suppose that the editor has sold his sub- 
scription list to that Journal, and is now at- 
tempting to “sell” his subscribers ;—that is, 
if they are green enough to coincide in his 
expressed opinion. 

e have nothing to say disparaging the 
Journal which the defunct chooses as its heir, 
but think that the ghost of the departed will 
not be able to find rest until it revisits this 
wicked world, to examine more disinterestedly 
into the comparative merits of medical jour- 
nals in regard to quality, quantity, and price. 
The inquiry can be facilitated by sending for 
a specimen number of the MEDICAL AND Suk- 
GIOAL REPORTER. 





Some of the European journals are making 
merry over the fact that a woman has sent to 
the Acad. de Med. a suspensorium scroti ! 
The inventoress submits it to the approval of 
the medical faculty, assuring them that it is 
a masterpiece. The suspensorium was sent 
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The Microscopists of Germany have entered 
into an arrangement, by which once a year 
an exchange of microscopical specimens takes 
place. At the last meeting, twenty-four micro- 
scopists were present, and 3,000 preparations 
offered for exchange. 





During the months of February, March 
and April, 1857, the Académie de Médicine 
in Paris devoted nine successive meetings to 
the subject of the priority of the discovery 
of subcutaneous operations. M. Guérin arro- 
gated to himself the chief merit of the intro- 
duction of this invaluable mode of operation. 
His claim was first made in 1839, cum voce 
pianissimo ; but every succeeding year brought 
forth new articles from Guérin, each more 
and more firmly laying claim to the discovery, 
until on February 17th, 1857, he publicly in- 
troduced his claim before the Académie de 
Médicine. 

The debates that followed, called into the 
field Velpean, Malgaigne and Bouvier, each of 
whom denied the validity of any claim of 
Guérin. No positive conclusion in regard to 
the exact founder or discoverer of the sulx 
cutaneous method was arrived at—but the 
merits of Hunter and of Diffenbach and Stro- 
meyer were warmly urged. 





A Reasonable Request—The Resident 
Physicians at the Philadelphia Hospital have 
presented the following communication to the 
City Councils. We hope that it will be favora- 
bly acted upon : 

Genilemen:—At a meeting of the ‘Board of 
Guardians,” an appropriation was asked from your 
honorable body, to pay the board of the ‘‘ Assistant 
Resident Physicians.” dn consideration of our 
onerous duties, they believe this appropriation to be 
our due, and we ourselves, feeling that a compensa- 
tion so light is but a just appreciation of our ser- 
vices, therefore beg your support. 

Yours very respectfully, 
Jno. C. Bragg, M. D., Geo. P. Norris, M. D., 
A. 8. Cousins, M. D,, D. D. Richardson, M. D., 
Jno. T. Darby, M. D., T. L. Taylor, M. D., 
T. K. Dashiel, M. D., B. 8. Wood, M. D. 


A Board of Naval Surgeons, consisting of 
Drs. W. S. W. Ruschenberger, L. B. Hunter, 
J. M. Foltz and G. H. Howell, for the exami- 
nation of Assistant Surgeons for promotion in 
the Navy, and of candidates for admission into 
the medical staff, has been ordered to meet at 
the Naval Asylum in this city, on Monday, 





back to this new exploreress of terre incog- 
nite mullieribus. 


March 7th, 1859. 
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American Mepicat AssociaTion.—The twelfth 
Annual Meeting of this Association will be held in 
Louisville, Kentucky, on Tuesday, May 3d, 1859. 
The secretaries of all societies, and other bodies 
entitled to representation in the Association, are 
requested to forward to the Secretary, 8S. M. Bemiss, 
at Louisville, correct lists of their delegations so 
soon as they may be appointed. The Convention of 
Teachers, invoked by a resolution of the National 
Association, for the purpose of a general confer- 
ence upon the best means of elevating the standard 
of Medical Education in this country, will meet in 
the same city on Monday, the 2d of May. 

Medical Journals throughout the United States 
are requested to insert the above. 

8. M. BEMISS, M. D., 
Sec’y Am. Med. Assoc. 


We invite the attention of the Medical Profession 
of this country to the department in the REPorTER 
of ORIGINAL CoMMUNICATIONS. 

Articles on all subjects of general medical inter- 
est, essays, scientific investigations, details of cases, 
necrological notices, medical news, etc., will be 
received from every locality. 

The original character of the Reporter has popu- 
larized it with unprecedented rapidity over the 
whole Union, and as its contents will continue to be 
almost entirely original, we offer it as the most 
available and prompt means of spreading before 
the American Medical Profession everything deserv- 
ing their general attention. 


Lectures on Ophthalmic Surgery. 


E subscriber proposes giving a Spring Course of Lectures, 

Cliniques and Examinations on the above subject at the N. 

Y. Ophthalmic Hospital, No. 6 Stuyvesant Place, near the cor- 

ner of Ninth Street and Third Avenne—the ninth session com 

mencing about the middle of March and continuing to lst June. 

There will be two lectures and two cliniques each week, with 

@ Diploma at the end of the course, to those whose examination 

is satisfactory, signed by Chancellor Ferris, LL.D., President, 

Prof. Valentine Mott, M. D., Consulting Surgeon, and the attend. 
ing Surgeons of the Hospital. Tickets fur the og, 7 

MARK STEPHENSON, 
123—1t 194 vith. a 


An Essay on the Treatment of Cataract. 


Y MARK STEPHENSON, M, D., Surgeon to the New York 
Ophthalmic wo Fellow of the New York Academy of 
Medicine, etc., etc. Kead before the American Medical Associa- 
tion, at the city of ow baa May 6, 1858. Reprinted from 
the Transactions of the Ame Medical Association. The 
Medical Press says of this work: “This is a very practical essa: 
on the ieapostant sulject of Cataract, by one of our most ex: 
enced Ophthalmic Surgeons, whose name in connection with 
diseases of the eye has been long and favorably known to the 
profession. It is illustraced by five, beautiful lithographic en- 
gravings, which are worth far more than the price of the pam- 
phlet. Copies can be obtained from the apothecary at the Oph- 
thalmic Hospital, No. 6 Stuyvesant — ‘“ 
Five copies, $1. Single copies, 25 ce 
ao can be had in Philadelphia of ! a. Watson, at Jefferson 
College. Sent per mail to any part of the country. 123—1t 
A PHYSICIAN WITH A GOOD PRACTICE, LOCATED 
within fifteen miles of Philadelphia, desires to sell out his 
whole establishment. For particulars apply to the Janitor of the 
Medical Department of University of Pennsylvania. 122-; 
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MICROSCOPES. 


largest assortment of Microscopes, from the most emi- 

nent makers, and of the most approved construction, for 

Physicians and Students, is offered for inspection by the under. 
signed. Also, 


MICROSCOPIC PREPARATIONS, consisting of sections of 
BONES and TEETH, URINARY DEPOSITS, TISSUES, BLOOD 
CORPUSCLES, INJECTION OF PORTIONS OF LUNGS, SKIN, 
STOMACHS, &c., SECTIONS OF WOOD, VEGETABLE PRO- 
DUCTIONS, INSECTS, INFUSORIA, &c., &c. 

Glass and Covers, Papers, Thin Glass, Balsam, Gold 
Size, Forceps, Pliars, Needles, and every requisite for the micro- 
scopist to prepare his own ens. 


Pocket Microscopes, Ear Microscopes, Ophthalmoscopes, Uri- 
—, Surgeon’s Thermometers, and Magneto-Electrical 


Books upon the microscope and microscopic manipulation, 
ophthalmoscope, &c. 
Priced and illustrated catalogues furnished or sent by mail 


tis. 
at JAMES W. QUEEN & CO, Opticians, 
123—1m 924 Chestnut St., near Tenth, Phila. 


SCHAFER & KORADI, 


South-west Corner of Fourth and Wood Streets, 


Have on hand— 
Rokitansky, 





Pathologische Anatomie, 3d ed., Ist vol. 
Hyrit, Anatomie des Menschen, 4th ed. 

. Topographische Anatomie 4th ed. 
Bok, Anato’ er Atlas. 

ys = Taschenbush. 

© Diagnostik. 
Hassall, Mikroskop, Anatomie. 
Canstatt, —— —T and Therapie. 
Virchow, thologie and Therapie. 
Kiwisch, oaere Kunde. 
Scanzoni, Geburtshiilfe. 
Sobernheim, Arsznei mittel lehre. 
Aschenbrenner, Die neun Arznei mittel. 
Hennig, Kinder Krankheilen. 
Giinther, Jehre von den blutigen 
They have every facility for prompt importation. 


THE MEDICAL JOURNAL OF NORTH CAROLINA 


Is issued on the first of every alternate month, and contains 
one hundred pages of printed matter. 

Each number is a 4 of Original Communications, Trans- 
lations, Bibliographical Notices, Selections, a Therapeutical 
Record, Editorials, and Miscellaneous Articles. 


TERMS. 


Three dollars per annum, payable invariably on the receipt of 
the first a 5 limited number of of ofvercionmente tnaiated 
on liberal terms. EDWARD WARKEN, a. dD, 
Edenton, N. C. 122 Editor. 











